
What are the bene�ts of the Joint Master ?

> The competencies to lead an architectu-
ral project from the problem analysis to the 
constructional implementation.

> The working skills for entering competi-
tions; from the initial analysis up to the sub-
mission of a competitive project.

> The constructive logics to implement archi-
�W�H�F�W�X�U�D�O���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���V�S�H�F�L�Û�F���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R-
nal and economical reality.   

> The architectural and social competencies 
needed to lead a team in the planning indus-
�W�U�\���R�U���\�R�X�U���R�Z�Q���R�I�Û�F�H����

> An internationally accepted university de-
gree allowing you to work abroad and take 
part in competitions.  

International exchange

Students of the Joint Master have the possi-
bility to study one or two semesters abroad 
at one of the following partner universities: 
in Aalborg, Ahmedabad, Amsterdam, Bor-
deaux, Brussels, Dresden, Lisbon, Monter-
rey, Paris, Seville, Shanghai, or Tokyo.

Collaboration with Fribourg and Geneva

The Joint Master of Architecture is offered by 
the Bern University of Applied Sciences Ar-
chitecture, Wood and Civil Engineering (BFH- 
AHB) in collaboration with the College of En-
gineering and Architecture of Fribourg and 
the Haute école du paysage, d’ingénierie et 
d’architecture de Genève. One theory week 
per semester takes place in Fribourg and Ge-
neva. Lessons are held in English.

The Joint Master studies can be completed in 
4 to 8 semesters on either a part-time or full-
time basis. The start of the autumn semester 
is during calendar week 38; closing date for 
applications is July 31. The start of the spring 
semester is during calendar week 8; closing 
date for applications is December 31.

www.ahb.bfh.ch | www.jointmaster.ch 
master.ahb@bfh.ch | Tel: +41 34 426 41 74

Further Events of the JMA
for time and location refer to www.ahb.bfh.ch
15.9.2009	 Joint Kick-Off in Burgdorf
24.9.2009	 Diploma in Geneva
1.10.2009	 Day of Open Studios in Burgdorf
5.11.2009	 Info-Evening JMA in Burgdorf
15.1.2009	 Final Review Burgdorf
21.1.2009	 Joint Review in Fribourg

The Joint Master Team: 
Marco Bakker, Stephanie Bender, Ulrich Bai-
erlipp, Tim Kammasch, Kathrin Merz, Vera 
Reid, Rahel Steffen, Annette Spindler und 
Stanislas Zimmermann.

elope: «�e Kitchen»

Interdisciplinary and cross-culture collabo-
ration are among the key competencies of 
today’s graduates. The training and teaching 
platform elope [embedded learning-oriented 
�S�U�R�M�H�F�W���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�@���R�I�I�H�U�V���T�X�D�O�L�Û�H�G���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V��
of the masters program the possibility to ac-
quire experiences of that kind. 
At the core of the project studios is the im-
plementation of real projects with actual cli-
ents. Students of different disciplines from 
an international network of universities work 
together by using advanced communication 
technologies. 

In general, elope addresses the issue of Archi-
tecture & Health. During the fall semester of 
2009/2010, the project «The Kitchen» takes 
place on Chongming Island close to Shang-
hai, China. Life on the island has undergone 
drastic change due to migration and restruc-
turing and the people face great challenges. 
In close collaboration with the research lab 
TEKTAO in Shanghai and the locals, multi-
disciplinary teams will develop sustainable 
perspectives as regards living on the island.  
www.ahb.bfh.ch/elope | elope.ahb@bfh.ch

«Movement is the keyword»:
Flavia Ferrari about the JMA

«The Joint Master gave me the opportunity 
to participate in different workshops at diffe-
rent places, allowing me to work with a wide 
range of students, not only from architectural 
backgrounds.
Workshops and seminars are interesting in 
the way they give you each time a new input 
and touch different topics, which sometimes 
are not strictly related to architecture. But the 
�F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�� �L�V�� �W�R�� �Û�Q�G�� �D�� �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F-
ture and ask questions that are useful for the 
project in the studio. During the studio and 
�S�U�R�Û�O�H�� �V�H�D�U�F�K�� �,�� �D�S�S�U�H�F�L�D�W�H�� �W�K�H�� �W�L�P�H�� �Z�H�� �K�D�Y�H��
�W�R�� �L�P�P�H�U�J�H�� �D�� �W�R�S�L�F�� �Z�H�� �Û�Q�G�� �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G��
inspiring. 
In my opinion the most important part of the 
master is the self-research and the contact 
with Fribourg and Geneva, where we ex-
change informations, interests and see new 
‹prints› of work.»

Flavia Ferrari has been a student of the Joint 
Master of Architecture in Burgdorf since 
2008.

possibilities regarding large-scale prototypes. 
They were supported by lecturers from the 
areas of both research and teaching. The 
workshop was divided into several topics: 
free forming with bars and planes as well as 
by means of folding and by adding elements. 
The «site experimental d’architecture» in 
Cantercel serves as a site for training and ex-
perimenting as well as for applied research 
and development in the area of architecture 
and is unique in all of Europe.

�eory Seminar:  
«Cinematic Space – Architectural Space»

The theory seminar of the autumn semester 
of 2009/2010 under the direction of Profes-
sor Tim Kammasch will deal with the archi-
tectural and cinematic space. The focus is 
on the scenographic potential of architecture. 
The performance of the actor always also 
draws attention to the architecture, for exam-
ple when Grace Kelly makes a gallant appea-
rance, when James Stewart holds his ground 
as a clumsy hero, or when Jack Nicholson 
gives the audience a real scare playing a psy-
chopath. Cinematic space is being created in 
front of the camera, with the camera, as well 
as behind the camera (cut). 
In the seminar, we will analyse the creative 
strategies that create the spatial atmosphere 
on all three levels and test how they may 
be used for the creation of an architectural 
space.

Doris Agotai, who is a specialist for archi-
�W�H�F�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���Û�O�P���� �D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���R�W�K�H�U���J�X�H�V�W�V���Z�L�O�O��
contribute insights as regards questions on 
�G�H�V�L�J�Q���D�Q�G���Û�O�P���W�K�H�R�U�\�����7�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�L�O�O���D�Q�D-
lyse movements in space, time, and plot de-
aling with Kafka’s novel «The Trial» by means 
of collages, storyboards, and scene models. 
Furthermore, they will design a scene archi-
�W�H�F�W�X�U�D�O�O�\���� �Û�O�P�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�G�H�O�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�Z�R�U�N�� �L�W��
(editing). What has been read in space-rela-
�W�H�G���W�K�H�R�U�\���W�H�[�W�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���S�X�W���W�R���W�K�H���W�H�V�W���L�Q���Û�O�P��
analyses. For this purpose, four evenings at 
the Bern Film Museum «Lichtspiel» are plan-
ned. 

Screenings
Lichtspiel Kinematek, Bahnstrasse 21, Bern
from 7:30–22:00pm
28.9.2009	 «Rear Window», Hitchcock, 1954
29.9.2009	 «The Shining», Kubrick, 1980
30.9.2009	 «Mulholland Drive», Lynch, 2001
1.10.2009	 Other movie on the same theme

Studio Infraurbanism Fall 2009: 
«Lemanhousing»

During the studio titled Lemanhousing, taking 
place in the next fall semester under the di-
rection of Professor Stephanie Bender, the 
�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�� �D�U�H�� �S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�� �L�Q�� �W�H�U�P�V�� �R�I�� �W�U�D�I�Û�F��
ideally connected and concentrated living 
quarter in the region of the Lake Geneva.

In collaboration with one of the largest Swiss 
�Z�L�Q�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�U�V���L�Q���5�R�O�O�H�����W�K�H���Û�U�V�W���V�W�H�S���Z�L�O�O���E�H��
to develop an urban survey, followed by a 
large-scale residential construction project. 
Starting from this realistic conceptual formu-
lation, the students will evaluate which form 
of urbanity is adequate for this concentrated 
landscape and how far individuality may be 
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �Û�H�O�G�� �R�I�� �F�R�Q�G�H�Q�V�H�G�� �U�H-
sidential construction. The location, situated 
between the train station and the highway 
exit, allows for the further research of the ur-
�E�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V���D�O�R�Q�J���W�U�D�I�Û�F���L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F-
tures. Additionally, the search for appropriate 
sustainability is of major importance in this 
semester project as well.

Innovative as well as realistic projects will be 
developed in collaboration with specialists 
�I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �Û�H�O�G�� �R�I�� �G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F�� �D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�H�� �I�U�R�P��
both the practical and theoretical sides; a 
wood workshop gives students the oppor-
tunity to develop an adapted supporting 
structure made of wood for the multi-storied 
residential construction. A workshop dealing 
with landscape supports the development of 
the outside environment, and a reading semi-
nar with Professor Tim Kammasch connects 
the practical work to the theory. 

Lectures on Architecture in Fall 2009
29.10.2009	 Pool Architekten, Zürich
6pm Entrance Hall BFH-AHB Burgdorf 
12.11.2009	 Kaden Klingbeil Architekten, Berlin
6pm Auditorium BFH-AHB Biel
 

Workshop: «Freeforming with Wood»

This year’s project week dealing with «Free 
Forming With Wood» took place in Cantercel, 
France, from May 11 to 16, 2009. The work-
shop concentrated on the new possibilities of 
wood forming and the constructional imple-
mentations resulting thereof. 
An interdisciplinary team of students of the 
Bern University of Applied Sciences and of 
the Trier University of Applied Sciences de-
veloped and elaborated ideas and realisation 
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