








MODULE “Cognition and Assessment”

Preparatory homework for Module “Cognition and Assessment” 
After registration, the organizer will provide participants with relevant documents and Internet links to be 
studied as a preparation for the class instructions of Module “Cognition and Assessment”. The preparatory 
homework helps participants to acquire the minimum professional knowledge in order to be able to follow the 
Module.

Class instruction of Module “Cognition and Assessment”
(15.08.2011–26.08.2011)

Cognition
Why is IWRM so important for Developing and Transition countries? 
How does IWRM contribute to the achievement of the Millennium 
Development Goals? What are globally relevant problems related to 
IWRM?
Participants will be introduced to the IWRM approach with information on the history and development of 
the water sector in different Developing and Transition Countries. They will be confronted with the fact that 
water is not only a prerequisite for human life and natural systems but also for socio-economic development 
and a healthy environment. Specific inputs discuss water from different points of view. In the laboratory the 
participants will test water properties and become acquainted with methods of water measuring. In a case 
study from India they will discuss the extensive ground water extractions which led to the green revolution in 
the agriculture sector on the one hand but also had negative impacts like fall-
ing water tables and chemical pollution on the other. A case study from South 
America highlights the requirements of different stakeholders for multiple wa-
ter uses which resulted in a Water Service Association tending to the different 
needs of the clients. In group work the participants will assess water situations   
as well as identify and discuss key questions with regard to the implementa-
tion of the IWRM approach. Participants may also present their own experi-
ences and discuss questions with colleagues and the course instructors. 

Assessment
Is IWRM applicable in the case of Emergency Aid? Why do many Developing and Transition Countries find it 
difficult to offer adequate water, sanitation, drainage and waste management services? Which are the relevant 
indicators to assess a water project with regard to IWRM? Within the framework of a theoretic input, partici-
pants will be introduced to assessment methods and discuss their applicability for different types of water 
projects. With the help of an example from Moldova, the Swiss Humanitarian Aid Unit will present the chal-
lenges involved in emergency cases when they need to supply the affected population with clean drinking wa-
ter and to stem epidemics and diseases. Another case study discusses the fact that conventional approaches 
to environmental sanitation may be unable to improve significantly the service backlog which exists in most 
developing countries. In this context participants will discuss a new multi-
sectoral approach which places the households and neighbourhoods at the 
core. A one day excursion will be organized for participants to visit specific 
water objects in Switzerland. At the end of Module “Cognition and Assess-
ment”, a project example from Central Asia will be jointly assessed and a 
checklist elaborated as guideline for the assessment of water projects.



Organizational Information

Target audience
•	 Civil engineers, geologists, environmental specialists, agricultural engineers 

and specialists from similar professions interested in IWRM in the context of 
Developing and Transition Countries. 

•	 Managers/specialists of governmental organizations, NGOs or development 
projects dealing with water related topics in Developing or Transition Coun-
tries.

•	 Students attending the last year of a related course of studies on the tertiary 
level.

Admission requirements
The precondition for the admission to the CAS is a degree at the tertiary level. 
Requirements for students see above. The admission of persons with an equiva-
lent degree will be decided on an individual basis.

Costs / Payment conditions

Participants from Developed Countries: 
Complete CAS including project work (examination): CHF 7’000.–
Attendance of Module “Practical Solutions and Actions” only: CHF 3’500.–
Attendance of Module “Cognition and Assessment” only: CHF 3’500.–

Participants from Developing and Transition Countries: 
Complete CAS including project work (examination): CHF 5’000.–
Attendance of Module “Practical Solutions and Actions” only: CHF 2’500.–
Attendance of Module “Cognition and Assessment” only: CHF 2’500.–

For all participants:
Transport, accommodation and food are at the expense of the participants.
Upon request, the organizers will help the participants to find an appropriate accommodation.

Payment conditions
The amount of at least one Module must be paid until 18th June 2010. 



Organizational Information
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Registration
The number of participants is limited to 25. Registrations will be considered according 
to the entrance date. Applicants for the complete CAS will be granted priority registra-
tion. Representatives from Developing and Transition Countries are particularly invited 
to participate. 

Registration deadline: 14th May 2010

Location of class instruction
Bern University of Applied Sciences 
Architecture, Wood and Civil Engineering 
Solothurnstrasse 102
CH-2504 Biel/Bienne
Switzerland



Contact and Registration

Bern University of Applied Sciences
Architecture, Wood and Civil Engineering
Solothurnstrasse 102
CH-2504 Biel/Bienne
Switzerland

Phone:	 +41 32 344 03 30
Fax:		  +41 32 344 03 91
E-mail:	 wb.ahb@bfh.ch
www.ahb.bfh.ch/weiterbildung

Your registration by e-mail or fax should include the following information:

Surname:

First name:

Profession and academic title:

Present place of work or study:

Address:

Postal code and place:

Country:

Phone:

Fax:

E-mail:

Funding source available:		  Personal		  Employer		  Donor

Request for:		  BFH Scholarship	

Place / Date:

Signature:

Please attach an updated CV and a copy of your diploma/certificate to your registration.

Registration deadline: 14th May 2010

REGISTRATION
Integrated Water Resource Management (IWRM) 

in the context of Developing and Transition Countries


