
What are the bene�ts of the Joint Master ?
> The competencies to lead an architectu-
ral project from the problem analysis to the 
constructional implementation.

> The working skills for entering competi-
tions; from the initial analysis up to the sub-
mission of a competitive project.

> The constructive logics to implement archi-
�W�H�F�W�X�U�D�O���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���V�S�H�F�L�Û�F���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R-
nal and economical reality.   

> The architectural and social competencies 
needed to lead a team in the planning indus-
�W�U�\���R�U���\�R�X�U���R�Z�Q���R�I�Û�F�H����

> An internationally accepted university de-
gree allowing you to work abroad and take 
part in competitions.

International exchange
Students of the Joint Master have the possi-
bility to study one or two semesters abroad 
at one of the following partner universities: 
in Aalborg, Ahmedabad, Amsterdam, Bor-
deaux, Brussels, Dresden, Lisbon, Monter-
rey, Paris, Seville, Shanghai, or Tokyo.

Collaboration with Fribourg and Geneva

The Joint Master of Architecture is offered 
by the Bern University of Applied Sciences 
Architecture, Wood and Civil Engineering 
(BFH- AHB) in collaboration with the College 
of Engineering and Architecture of Fribourg 
and the Haute école du paysage, d’ingénierie 
et d’architecture de Genève. One theory 
week per semester takes place in Fribourg 
and Geneva. Lessons are held in English. The 
Joint Master studies can be completed in 4 to 8 
semesters on either a part-time or full-time basis. 
The start of the autumn semester is during ca-
lendar week 38; closing date for applications is 
July 31. The start of the spring semester is during 
calendar week 8; closing date for applications is 
December 31.

www.ahb.bfh.ch | www.jointmaster.ch 
master.ahb@bfh.ch | Tel: +41 34 426 41 74

Further Events of the JMA
Time and place check www.ahb.bfh.ch
23.2.2010	 Joint Kick-Off in Geneva
4.–19.3.2010  Jahresausstellung Architektur 
in the Kornhaus in Bern
10.3.2010	 Infoabend JMA in Bern
11.3.2010	 Talk Graber Pulver in Bern
11.6.2010	 Final Review Burgdorf
17.6.2010	 Joint Review in Burgdorf

The Joint Master Team: 
Marco Bakker, Stephanie Bender, Ulrich Baier-
lipp, Tim Kammasch, Kathrin Merz, Vera Reid, 
Annette Spindler, Rahel Steffen and Stanislas 
Zimmermann.

At the core of the project studios is the implemen-
tation of real projects with actual clients. Students 
of different disciplines from an international net-
work of universities work together by using ad-
vanced communication technologies. 
In general, elope addresses the issue of Archi-
tecture & Health. During the 2009/2010 fall se-
mester, the project «The Kitchen» took place on 
Chongming Island close to Shanghai, China. Life 
on the island has undergone drastic change due 
to migration and restructuring and the people are 
confronted with great challenges. In close colla-
boration with the research lab TEKTAO in Shang-
hai teams of international students came up with 
ideas to give the  inhabitants of Chongming Island 
new perspective through sustainable tourism. 
Furthermore, they developed simple measures in 
housing in order to enhance the quality of living of 
the local people. One of the key points was that 
the solutions were developed together with the 
local people and that they respected the Chine-
se traditions and customs – a memorable expe-
rience for all the students involved.

www.ahb.bfh.ch/elope | elope.ahb@bfh.ch

«Diversity as a strong point»: Bastien Hum-
bert-Droz on the studio «Lemanhousing» 
fall 2009

Modell studio Lemanhousing, Bastien Humbert-Droz 

and Hans Hohl

�‡�7�K�H�� �Û�U�V�W�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�X�G�L�R�� �/�H�P�D�Q�K�R�X�V�L�Q�J��
took place in Rolle, at the project site itself. We 
�J�D�L�Q�H�G���D���Û�U�V�W���L�P�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�����O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���D�E�R�X�W��
the history of the Schenk company, and of course 
we were served a lot of wine. It was also an ex-
cellent opportunity to better get to know the other 
students. I was surprised by the international 
mix of students. It was interesting to meet peo-
ple from all over the world with different cultural 
backgrounds. 
The semester started pretty fast after this. The 
size of the site with 48’000 m2 was a challen-
ge, but to create the density of 50’000 m2 living 
space was even more challenging. My partner 
Hans Hohl and I focused early on on the topic 
of the favelas in Indonesia, which he had visited, 
and the slums that I had seen in India. The high 
density and spacial diversity fascinated us and we 
remained with this topic throughout the semester.
After we each individually developed a housing 
�W�\�S�R�O�R�J�\���� �Z�H�� �K�D�G�� �W�R�� �Û�Q�G�� �D�� �Z�D�\�� �W�R�� �E�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �W�Z�R��
different approaches together. Hans had a very 
open and extroverted housing typology, mine 
�Z�D�V���L�Q�W�U�R�Y�H�U�W�H�G���D�Q�G���F�O�R�V�H�G�����%�X�W���Û�Q�D�O�O�\���Z�H���X�Q�G�H�U-
stood that the difference between our typologies 
does not have to be a disadvantage, but should, 
on the contrary, become our strongest point.
It was an intensive, but also very rewarding seme-
ster for me. As I write this, I am sitting in the train 
to Fribourg for the joint review, where all students 
and the faculty of the Joint Master Schools from 
Geneva, Fribourg and Burgdorf will come together 
to present their work from the last semester. The 
�S�U�R�M�H�F�W�� �L�V�� �Û�Q�L�V�K�H�G���� �W�K�H�� �F�U�L�W�L�T�X�H�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �E�H�H�Q�� �J�L�Y�H�Q��
and the last day of the semester has just started.»

Bastien Humbert-Droz is a student in the Joint 
Master of Architecture in Burgdorf since 2009.

now focuses on sustainable architecture in wood.
In the optional course «Woody Wednesday» stu-
dents treat different aspects of the topic, such 
as innovative and poetic handling of the material 
wood as well as industrialized wood architecture. 
Inputs from the history of sustainable architecture 
in wood or from current projects from research and 
development as well as visits in laboratories or on 
construction sites complement the program.
The theme in spring 2010 is the development and 
realisation of a tree house for the Botanical Garden 
in Bern.

�eory seminar spring 2010: «Beyond Pat-
terns – Visions of the Archive»

Musée à croissance illimitée, dessin, 1939 (galerie 

Arteba, Zurich)

The theory seminar in spring 2010 under the 
guidance of Tim Kammasch, Annette Spindler 
and Stanislas Zimmermann will take a close look 
at archives. During the one-week course the stu-
dents will be working on a master archive based 
on the archives of ten 20th-century architects. 
On the one hand, the focus will be on analysing 
these archives: What is contained in the archives? 
How are they organized? How did the architects 
themselves use them? How did the archives in-
�Ü�X�H�Q�F�H���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N���R�I���W�K�H���D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�V�"���2�Q���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U��
hand, archives are also understood in a wider 
sense: the archive as a collective memory («Spei-
chergedächtnis», A. Assmann). Of special interest 
are the culture of memory in our current society 
which is institutionalized in archives and muse-
ums, as well as the political relevance of selec-
tion, structure and accessibility of an archive and  
of other forms of our collective memory. Further-
more, we ask ourselves, what relevance archives 
will have for the future, to what degree they will 
give room to alternatives and utopia and how the 
�L�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W���Z�L�O�O���L�Q�Ü�X�H�Q�F�H���D�U�F�K�L�Y�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H��

16.3.2010	  «Beyond Patterns – Visions of 
the Archive», Podiumsdiskussion in Bern

elope: «�e Kitchen»

Proposal of a heating wall in the project «The Kitchen»

Interdisciplinary and cross-culture collaborati-
on are among the key competencies of today’s 
graduates. The training and teaching platform 
elope [embedded learning-oriented project envi-
�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�@���R�I�I�H�U�V���T�X�D�O�L�Û�H�G���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���P�D�V�W�H�U�V��
program the possibility to acquire experiences of 
that kind. 

Project studio spring 2010: «�e Edge of 
the Center»

«Untitled» Filip Dujardin

In the next spring semester students are planning 
condensed living quarters in the “Güterstrasse“ 
industrial estate in the city of Bern, tutored by visi-
ting lecturers Philipp Hirtler and Matthias Stocker 
of «pool Architekten». The planning area is loca-
ted between the centres of the city of Bern and 
Bümpliz. Historically this area was situated on the 
edge of the city, but today it is in the middle. It is 
thus one of the areas envisaged for expanding 
the city’s living space. 
First the area will be analysed, then the complexi-
ty of the new quarter will be explored by means of 
planning and intuitive interventions. The following 
questions will be discussed in the planning stu-
dio:  How is the new city quarter to be inter-linked 
with the city? Which and what quantity of public 
infrastructure and external space is necessary for 
a living city quarter with its own identity to deve-
lop? What of the existing building fabric and ex-
ternal spaces, typical for the present atmosphere 
of the area, will have to be kept intact? How are 
different life plans typologically implemented? In-
vited guest speakers will present various planning 
strategies ranging from incidental development to 
meticulous planning: 

For time and place check www.ahb.bfh.ch
24.3.2010	 Solutions you cannot draw. 
Markus Braach of Kaisersrot, Zürich
8.4.2010 	 Reintegration of urban societies in 
São Paolo. Fabienne Hoelzel, Sehab São Paolo
27.5.2010	 Urban scenarios in post-socialist 
societies. Daniel Kiss, ETH Zürich

Optional course Woody Wednesday: 
Sustainable architecture in wood

Chapelle de St. Loup, Localarchitecture, Danilo Monda-

da and Shel. Picture: Milo Keller, Lausanne/Holzpreis 

Schweiz – Prix Lignum 2009

�2�Y�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �S�D�V�W���\�H�D�U�V���� �W�K�H�U�H�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �D�� �V�L�J�Q�L�Û�F�D�Q�W��
increase in the building industry both of wood as 
a building construction material as well as of the 
notion of sustainability. The two developments are 
interlinked and correspond to a need of the public 
and private builders. The Swiss architecture asso-
ciations and architecture schools have begun to 
deal with this development only recently and not  
yet in any great depth. Therefore, they have so far 
�R�Q�O�\���K�D�G���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���L�Q�Ü�X�H�Q�F�H���R�Q���W�K�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�����7�K�H���-�0�$��
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